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Impact of a visual

Visuals have a greater 
appeal, rather than 
numbers

Single visual tells entire 
story

Impactful visuals are 
powerful tools in 
dissemination and 
advocacy

Some visuals have had a 
lasting impact in history 
of public health
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Cognitive steps in data 
visualization 

• A study is completed
• Data is analyzed
• Results are tabulated

• What is the key message we want to give ?
• What will be a single visual for this message ?
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Ten Principles of data 
visualization

1. Avoid clutter
2. Balance colors
3. Use annotations
4. Avoid 3D figures
5. Use consistent fonts
6. Know your audience
7. Start columns with Zero 
8. Make labels easy to read
9. Break up complex charts into simple 
10. Consider overall message and engagement


